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Detailed Action 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The last subparagraph should be labeled -i- instead of "I" so as to be consistant with the 
rest of the claim. Appropriate correction is suggested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 1-7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Roe et al 
(US 6,395,955 81). 

Roe et al teach a diaper (20) to be worn by a user, comprising: 
a center portion (37); 

a rear belt (38) joined to said center portion (37); 
a front belt (36) joined to said center portion (37); 

wherein said center portion (37) said rear belt (38), and said front belt (36) have an 
inward facing surface (24) directed toward said user when said diaper (20) is worn and an 
outward facing surface (26) directed away from said user when said diaper (20) is worn; 
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a feces receiver (bodily waste activation device) (90), connected to said center portion 
(37) by an opening (96) in said center portion (37); 

wherein said feces receiver (90) lies proximate said outward facing surface (26); 

wherein said feces receiver (90) is bounded by said opening (96), a chamber interior side 
wall, and a chamber interior bottom wall; 

wherein said side wall includes an undercut, so that the cross sectional area of said feces 
receiver interior chamber increases proceeding from said opening (96) toward said bottom wall, 
and structural support elements (94) proximate said side wall having sufficient strength to 
prevent the collapse of said feces receiver (90) under the weight of said user (column 38, lines 6- 
10)(see figures 12 and 13 A, below). 
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Regarding claim 2, Roe et al teach that the rear belt (38) has a first rear wing (30) and a 
second rear wing (30); 

said rear belt (38) includes closure means (40) located proximate said first rear wing (30) 
and said second rear wing (30); 

said firont belt (36) has a first fi-ont wing (30) and a second fi-ont wing (30); and 

said front belt (36) includes closure means located proximate said first fi-ont wing (30) 
and said second firont wing (30)(see figure 6, below). 
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Regarding claims 3 and 4, Roe et al at column 8, lines 4-25 incorporate by reference 
diaper fastening systems including adhesive strips and hook and loop fasteners. 

Regarding claim 5, Roe et al teach first and second leg reliefs (elastic side strips and/or 
side flaps)(50, 32). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Roe et al teach front and rear belt elastic portions (34). 
Regarding claim 17, Roe et aL teach that the entire feces receiver (90) can be removed 
fi-om the rest of the diaper to empty its contents, even if that requires destroying the diaper. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8-16, and 18-20 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The art of record does not disclose a diaper having a interior waste chamber defined by 
successive aligned openings in at least three vertically stacked absorbent layers such that each 
opening is greater in size in the z-direction downward from the top opening which faces towards 
a wearer during use, than the opening immediately above it such that the top opening is larger 
than the second opening under it which in turn is larger than the third opening under the second 
opening. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Bogart whose telephone number is (571) 272-4933. 



Application/Control Number: 10/779,451 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3761 

In the event the examiner is not available, the Examiner's supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva 
may be reached at phone number (571) 272-1 115. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for formal communications. 
For informal communications, the direct fax to the Examiner is (571) 273-4933. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-3700. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for impublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair2direct.uspt0.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Michael Bogart 
19 September 2005 




TATYANA ZALUKAEVA 



